For Think Piece #1, you will choose one of the following guiding questions to use as the basis for your piece. Your think piece must provide specific evidence; you may use any information from our class lectures, class discussion, additional materials (videos and handouts) and the textbook, The Struggle Continues. However, because this is a “think piece” you may use “I” in your writing. Your think piece must have a thesis statement at the end of the introduction that effectively puts forth the ideas and argument you will make in your piece. Your essay must be 4-6 pages, double-spaced with no larger than 12 point font. You will submit your think piece as a Word or PDF file to the Dropbox. Think Piece #1 is worth 100 points toward your final grade and will be graded via rubric and specific comments in the feedback section of the rubric. 
Think Piece Guiding Questions
1. Write your Think Piece on African Societies Compare and contrast three of the African kingdoms discussed in Module Three of the textbook(Ghana, Mali, Songhai, Asante, Moorish Spain, Swahili Coast and Great Zimbabwe). What were the similarities? What were the differences? Then address the four African Worldviews. Discuss how you feel those guiding ideals factor into those kingdoms and what is the value of these worldviews.
2. Write  your Think Piece on the Transatlantic Slave Trade: In your think piece, provide a brief overview of the system. Then discuss the following aspects of the trade: What were the economic dimensions of this trade? What were the human dimensions of this trade? How did European interventions impact the slave trade? Finally, address your thoughts on the slave trade, particularly any areas, ideas, and/or elements that stood out to you.
3. Write your Think Piece on Slave Narratives: Compare and contrasts the published slave narrative (Frederick Douglass) and the collected slave narrative (“Unchained Memories”). First, discuss the similarities between the two forms then discuss the differences. You must use two specific examples (direct quotations) from Douglass and the film in your discussion. Ultimately, which form do you feel is more effective in portraying the experience of slavery in the United States? Support your answer with at least one example.
4. Write your Think Piece on the Gullah: The Gullah community is often referred to as “the closest to Africa as we have in the United States.” In your think piece, discuss at least two of the areas where the African traditions are still at work in the Gullah culture. Then address what you think is a stake for studying the Gullah community as part of African American studies or in other words, why is Gullah history and culture an important piece to the African American narrative.
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